
There are several different types of materials that you may 

have to clear up. These may include liquids, bodily fluids 

and items that have been broken such as glass products or 

light bulbs. 

 

What items may you need? 
 

• Sufficient safety signage (wet floor sign)  

• Disposable aprons  

• Disposable gloves 

• ISOL8 absorption granules / or suitable absorbing 

material e.g., cat litter  

• Dustpan and brush 

• Bin liners 

• Heavy duty gloves 

• Safety glasses 

• Face mask  

• Wrapping material for breakages 

 

 

Before you start 

As far as reasonably practical, leave a colleague with the 

spillage to warn people, whilst you get the equipment  

 

Close off both sides of the spillage and if practical put out 

signage  

 

Assess the spillage/breakage  

Decide what protective clothing, apron, gloves etc if any 

you need to wear.  

 

NB with bodily fluids blood, vomit etc and broken glass or 

china you should always wear protective gloves. Broken 

fluorescent tubes contain mercury so protective gloves and 

mask must be worn. 

Clean up any non-liquid/solid debris first e.g., glass, plastic, 

ceramic, metal etc using the dustpan and brush 

If the debris is sharp and likely to cause cuts it should be 

placed in bubble wrap/newspaper or something similar and 

placed in a cardboard box clearly marked “CAUTION 

BROKEN GLASS” 

 

Assess any remaining residues 

 

If it is an unknown substance, bodily fluids or chemicals 

sprinkle the absorption granules around the outside of the 

spillage area and then proceed to cover the whole area of 

the spillage with the absorption granules. If necessary, use 

the brush to brush the granules into the spillage 

 

Allow enough time for the absorption granules to soak up 

the spillage prior to clearing it 

 

The spillage should be as dry as possible before disposing 

of the granules 

 

Disposal of the waste  

Sweep up the absorption granules with the dustpan and 

brush and tip into a bin liner 

 

Remove any protective clothing and where disposable put 

them in the bin liner 

 

Tie up the bin liner 

 

If the spilled substance 

was non-hazardous 

dispose of it in the 

general waste area. 

 

Hazardous waste and bodily fluids can be disposed of in 

the hazardous waste bin. 

 

Wash your hands thoroughly. 
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Cleaning up water spillages or cleaning the floor once 

the spillage has been removed 

If the spillage is just water, or you feel it necessary to clean 

the floor once the spillage has been removed the follow the 

procedure below: 

 

• Clean the affected area using a wet mop, removing as 

much surface water as possible. 

• When clean, wipe over with a dry mop ensuring the 

area is dry before leaving unattended. 

 

Re-Opening the Area  

When you are happy that the spillage has been cleaned up 

and that there are no residues on the floor, pack up the 

equipment and take it back to the cleaning cupboard and 

re-open the area. 

 


